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I was back home in Rhode Island this
past weekend, and heard from many of
my constituents who are disgusted
with what they are seeing here in
Washington. The American people ex-
pect their elected leaders to work to-
gether to get things done for our coun-
try, but there has been absolutely no
cooperation since this shutdown began
from our friends on the other side of
the aisle who are committed to ending
ObamaCare.

If the House voted right now on a
clean funding bill, it would pass with
support from both parties, and the gov-
ernment would reopen immediately;
but instead, we are spending another
day trading political rhetoric instead
of working on the serious challenges
facing our country.

Just yesterday, the U.S. Department
of Education released a study of 23 in-
dustrialized nations that found Ameri-
cans fall below international averages
in basic problem-solving and reading
and math skills. This problem demands
a solution, but Congress can’t work on
this and so many other important
issues until the partisan games end.

Let’s open the government, raise the
debt ceiling, commit to addressing the
long-term budget challenges facing our
country, and get back to work for the
men and women who sent us here.

——————

BLIZZARD OF 2013

(Mrs. NOEM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, this past
Friday, a storm struck western South
Dakota and dumped up to 4 feet of
snow throughout the region. This has
left thousands without power and dev-
astating livestock losses in the area.
Some estimate that hundreds of thou-
sands of livestock have been Kkilled,
many of which are still buried in the
melting snow.

The weekend’s blizzard is expected to
cost local governments millions of dol-
lars. Those counties and the Governor
are expected to petition the President
for disaster status and for FEMA funds
so they can clear the fallen trees and
help ranchers remove all the cattle
that died during that storm.

Some in South Dakota are wondering
if this partial government shutdown
will affect the timing of potential as-
sistance. It certainly does not have to.
There may be disagreement over cer-
tain parts of the Federal budget, but
not on FEMA.

Last week, the House passed a bill to
fund FEMA. It passed with Democrat
support because there is bipartisan rec-
ognition that we should fund non-
controversial aspects of our govern-
ment and stop the attempts of some to
make this partial shutdown as painful
as possible. It does not have to be this
way.

I call on our Senate colleagues to act
immediately on the funding measures
that we have sent them. It’s time to
negotiate, to work together, so that we
can end this shutdown.
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WE'VE GOT TO OPEN UP
GOVERNMENT

(Mr. BERA of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BERA of California. Day No. 9,
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, today is day
No. 9 of the government shutdown.

Enough with the games, the name
calling, the finger-pointing. It’s time
we come together, open the govern-
ment, pay our bills, and then begin ne-
gotiating a real budget. Yes, let’s nego-
tiate a real budget that begins to ad-
dress our debt and the deficit. But
first, we’ve got to open up government.

In my district, in Rancho Cordova,
they’ve shown us what working to-
gether looks like. I spoke with Darcy
Brewer, the executive director of the
California Capital Airshow. They faced
some challenges—high winds, bad
weather—but they came together,
worked into the night, and didn’t shut
down. They put on a spectacular air-
show.

Mr. Speaker, that’s what we do as
Americans. When times get tough, we
pull together, and we show up. We
don’t shut down.

————

THE TWILIGHT ZONE

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask if we’ve entered the twi-
light zone.

Last Friday, a bipartisan coalition in
the House of Representatives passed
House Joint Resolution 75, which en-
sures the proper funding for the Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants, and Children, better
known as WIC. Senate Democrats have
refused to take action on this legisla-
tion, choosing to play political games
instead of providing nutritional assist-
ance to low-income pregnant women,
new mothers, infants, and young chil-
dren.

Here’s where it gets stranger. Presi-
dent Obama has actually threatened to
veto the legislation. The President of
the United States is threatening to
veto nutritional assistance for little
babies and preschoolers?

This isn’t a game. Yesterday, North
Carolina stopped using WIC benefits
because of this unfortunate shutdown.

America elected a divided govern-
ment, but they expect us to work to-
gether. Mr. Speaker, the President
needs to convey to the Senate Demo-
crats that they must come to the nego-
tiating table. Senate Democrats must
rejoin the normal legislative process.
Let’s talk.

——
FURLOUGHED FEDERAL
CONTRACTORS

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

October 9, 2013

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day I had a heart-wrenching conversa-
tion with a nurse employed at a mili-
tary installation in my district. She
has been furloughed because of the Re-
publican government shutdown. As a
Federal contract employee, she is ter-
rified that she won’t be able to recover
her lost pay, putting her family at fi-
nancial risk. ‘“We are the ones suf-
fering,”” she told me. ‘“We are hard-
working Americans working paycheck
to paycheck. Something like this can
destroy us.”

No piecemeal approach, no tem-
porary fix here or there is going to put
an end to this reckless shutdown. Only
one bill is guaranteed to reopen all of
the government—or even any part of it
today—and put this nurse and hundreds
of thousands of Americans like her
back to work.

It is time for the House to vote on
the straightforward, Senate-passed
funding bill. Mr. Speaker, let us vote.

——————

PUTTING OUR TROOPS BEFORE
POLITICS

(Mr. SMITH of Missouri asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday people across this country
were shocked to learn that families of
troops who died in combat are being
denied death benefits, including a fel-
low Missourian. Like so many in my
district, I was appalled to see news re-
ports showing so little respect or care
for the families of troops who made the
ultimate sacrifice.

Many issues divide us in this body,
but surely Democrats and Republicans
can come together to support our
troops and to support their families.
This issue should rise above any polit-
ical divide. Troops who lay down their
lives in battle should never be forgot-
ten or forsaken by their government.

Today, the House will vote on H.J.
Res. 91, Honoring the Families of Fall-
en Soldiers. I am hopeful this legisla-
tion will then be taken up immediately
by the Senate and then quickly signed
into law by President Obama. We must
correct this wrong.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I ask every
American to join me in prayer for the
troops we have lost and for their fami-
lies who were forgotten by our govern-
ment.

———

STOP THE RECKLESSNESS

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, JOHN BOEHNER
says he doesn’t have the votes to pass
a clean bill that would keep govern-
ment open. Yet 198 Democrats would
vote for it; another 21 Republicans say
they would, too. That’s more than the
217 votes needed to pass a bill. That’s
basic math. The votes are there.

And yet so many people are suffering
in this ninth day of the GOP shutdown,
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